Natives ...

he Lale Tahoe Basin is home to mgaspecies
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thistles that povide bod and habitator local
wildlife. However, mary areas in the basinra
infested with veral species ofivasie thistles = Biennial

(Cisium occidentalerxandidissiam)

that crowd out desirable plant specigdtering <+ Haseye-catching white stems anddes and

plant comnunities. bright-rH G wios.

Not only are these imasie wHH GV GLIAFXOW fjarer head is cylindeshaed with a single

Awver at the end of the stem.
=+ Plant is white anavooly.
= Whitish leaves ae
long,namrow, and

control and unpleasant to walk thugh they also
displace nate vegetationdecrease wildlg habitat,
alter normal ecologicalnpcessesandreduce
recreational usesn aldition,they cost us millions
of dollars eaclyear in treatment costsdecreased lobed.
land poductivity and deeased land vadu

If you look closdy, there are mary clues that will

help you identify the various local thistle¥/hen

yR X AmaBieweedsreport the location to the
gppropriate county (see back paneRsk expets
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applying contol measues.

Quick Guide to
ldentifying Thistles

Invasive Thistles Elk Thistle (cisium scaosum)

Vase-sh'S H Gwekospiny, winged stem = Biennial )
rough bumpy leaves =+ Stemlessyhite to pale-laH Q G HversAo
Canada thistle | Smallest thistlejery spiry;grows in extend diectly from therosette.

moist locations = Leases ae lobed

/ D U J leWewysidglesometimes nod- somewhat spity
G L QJerat end of stemhairless
and pale-geen.

leares )
Largest thistlegrayish-geen haiy gp- = Usualy has no |
stems FRUPV ADW

pearancesoft, hairy leaes
to the gound

Nativ e Thistles
general} less

Andersors thistle | No spines on stemsed,cylindrical than 1foot tall
Awver
Flat,no stems S D Oaér Ao

Bull thistle

Musk thistle

Scotch thistle

Elk thistle

Brochure printing fundedy USDA Forest Sevice,
State and PrivatBorestry Plogram

Snavy thistle Whitish eppearancer H G wos

Anderson’ s
Thistle

(Cisium andaionii)
=+ Biennial
=+ Flower head is cylindeshged with a single

Awver at the end of the stem.
-+ Flower color is rose-red to reddish in color

=+ Leares ae divided and way; with spiry edges.

— Stems ae purplish and thornless.
=+ Appears moe delicate than other thistles.
=+ Is most commonyl confused with bull thistle

For mo re information, contact:

Report a weed sighting to:
www.tahoeinvasiveweeds.org

For more informatioin or to request
assistance with identi cation, removal or
revegetation contact:

Tahoe Resource Conservation District
870 Emerald Bay Rd., Suite 108
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
Phone: 530.543.1501 ext 113
Email: info@tahoercd.org
Website: www.TahoeRCD.org

Know
Your
Thistles!

Learn to distinguish desrable native
thistles from weedy invasive thistles
in the Lake Tahoe Basin

By Susan Donaldson,
Univesity of Neada Coopative Extension

NativeAndesorsThistle at La&kahoe
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